
Int. J. Adv. Multidiscip. Res. (2023). 10(8): 39-52

39

International Journal of Advanced Multidisciplinary Research
ISSN: 2393-8870
www.ijarm.com

(A Peer Reviewed, Referred, Indexed and Open Access Journal)
DOI: 10.22192/ijamr Volume 10, Issue 8 -2023

Review Article

Unveiling the Art of Crafting Local Curriculum:
Historical Foundation and Its Relevancies in Nepalese
Context

Sapana Adhikari
Lecturer of Education
Tribhuvan University, Mahendra Ratna Campus, Tahachal
E-mail: adhikari.sapana1234@gmail.com

Rajendra Kunwar (PhD)
Associate Professor of Mathematics Education
Tribhuvan University, Sanothimi Campus, Bhaktapur
Corresponding Author E-mail: rajendrailam@gmail.com

Abstract

This paper provides an outline of local curriculum conceptualization, historical
foundations, and its relevancies in the Nepalese context. Local curriculum
development is an approach to curriculum design that involves tailoring the
curriculum to the unique needs and context of a specific school, community, or
area. It delves into the importance of preserving cultural heritage, promoting
contextualized learning, fostering community engagement, and empowering
students for sustainable development. By incorporating local knowledge, traditions,
and values, a local curriculum cultivates a sense of pride in cultural identity and
heritage. It ensures that education is relevant to the daily lives of Nepalese students,
addressing their unique challenges and aspirations. The curriculum equips students
with the knowledge and skills needed to address socioeconomic disparities, think
critically, and contribute positively to society.
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Introduction

Local curriculum refers to the development of a
curriculum that is tailored to the needs and
interests of a particular community or region
(Giroux, 2019). It aims to address the diverse
priorities, needs, and interests of the entire school
community, which may not necessarily be limited
to the local area where the school is situated. The
curriculum is designed to be inclusive,
considering the diverse perspectives and
experiences of all students, and is tailored to meet
their unique needs and interests. The local
curriculum is intended to provide a more relevant
and meaningful education for students by
incorporating local knowledge and perspectives
into the curriculum (Sharma & Bista, 2019).The
development of a local curriculum is based on the
idea that education should be grounded in the
experiences and values of the local community
and that students should be engaged in the process
of learning about their local environment and
community (Henderson, 2001). By incorporating
local knowledge and perspectives into the
curriculum, the local curriculum can help to
promote a sense of place and identity and foster a
greater understanding of the social, economic, and
cultural contexts in which students live
(Bhetawal, 2022).

The credit for conceptualizing local curriculum
goes to the American educational philosopher
John Dewey who popularizes the idea of a
curriculum that is grounded in the experiences
and needs of the local community (McNeil,
2009). However, he did not use the term 'local
curriculum' specifically; his ideas about the
importance of context and relevance in education
laid the groundwork for the development of local
curriculum as an approach to curriculum
development. Dewey (1916) argued that
education should be relevant to the lives of
students and that the curriculum should be
designed to meet the needs and interests of the
local community. He believed that students learn
best when they are engaged in meaningful
activities that help them to connect their learning

to their own experiences and the world around
them (Dewey, 1916).

The development of local curriculum has a long
history that can be traced back to the Progressive
Era in the early 20th century. During this time,
educators such as John Dewey advocated for a
curriculum that was based on the needs and
interests of students, and that incorporated local
knowledge and perspectives (Dewey, 1916). The
development of local curricula can be found in the
1960s and 1970s when there was a growing
interest in alternative forms of education (Giroux,
1988). This period saw the emergence of several
educational movements, including the Free
School Movement and the Environmental
Education Movement, which emphasized the
importance of student-centered learning and the
incorporation of local knowledge and perspectives
into the curriculum. In this period, the Civil
Rights and Black Power movements led to a
renewed emphasis on local curricula that
incorporated the experiences and perspectives of
marginalized communities (Ginwright, 2004).
This led to the development of Ethnic Studies
programs, which focused on the history, culture,
and experiences of African-American, Latino, and
Native-American communities.

In the 1980s, the local curriculum became more
widely recognized as a legitimate approach to
curriculum development, with the publication of
influential works such as "Local Knowledge:
Further Essays in Interpretive Anthropology" by
Geertz (1983) and "Schooling in Capitalist
America" by Bowles and Gintis (1985). These
works emphasized the importance of local
knowledge and perspectives in the learning
process and helped to promote the development of
local curricula as a viable approach to curriculum
development.

Today, the local curriculum continues to be an
important area of focus for curriculum developers,
educators, and researchers. There is a growing
recognition of the importance of incorporating
local knowledge and perspectives into the
curriculum to provide a more meaningful and
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relevant education for students (Henderson,
2001). It is difficult to determine which country
was the first to implement local curriculum,
however, countries such as the United
States, New Zealand, and Australia have a long
history of local curriculum development and
practices. In the early 20th century, American
educational philosopher John Dewey argued for a
curriculum that was grounded in the experiences
and needs of the local community. He believed
that education should be relevant to the lives of
students and that the curriculum should be
designed to meet the needs and interests of the
local community (Dewey, 1916).Since then, the
idea of local curriculum development has been
embraced by many American schools and
districts, with a focus on tailoring the curriculum
to the needs and interests of individual
communities. For example, in the 1960s and
1970s, American schools began to implement
community-based education programs, which
involved working closely with local community
organizations to develop a curriculum that was
relevant to the needs and interests of the
community (Ravitch, 2010).

Objectives of the Study

 To provide an overview of the historical
foundations of curriculum development.

 To analize the relevance and significance of
locally crafted curriculum in Nepal in the
contemprory times.

Methods

This article aims to explore the historical
foundation of curriculum development and
focuses on its relevance in developing a local
curriculum in the Nepalese context. The study is
based on the review of various research articles,
as well as the development procedures and
practices of the local curriculum in the Nepalese
context. This comprehensive review of
theoretical underpinnings, empirical research, and
descriptive works related to the local curriculum
aims to provide a comprehensive analysis to

inform future directions for creating a locally
relevant curriculum in Nepal.

Results and Discussion

Historical Background of Local Curriculum

The concept of a local curriculum refers to the
process of designing and developing a curriculum
that is tailored to the needs, interests, and
priorities of a specific community or region
(Stabback, 2016). This approach to curriculum
development emphasizes the importance of
context and relevance in education and recognizes
that students learn best when the curriculum is
connected to their own experiences and the world
around them.

According to Cochran-Smith and Lytle (1999),
the concept of a local curriculum involves "the
creation of a curriculum that is both responsive to
and reflective of the characteristics and needs of a
particular community". This approach to
curriculum development involves working closely
with community members, including students,
parents, teachers, and a local organization, to
identify the unique needs and interests of the
community and to design a curriculum that meets

those needs (Amponsah, 2017; Stabback,
2016).This approach to curriculum development
seeks to incorporate the perspectives and
experiences of diverse communities into the
curriculum, and to promote equity and social
justice in education (UNESCO, 2015). Thus, the
concept of local curriculum is an approach to
curriculum development that recognizes the
importance of context, community involvement,
and cultural responsiveness in education, and
seeks to create a curriculum that is meaningful
and relevant to the lives of students and the
communities in which they live (Alozie et al.,
2021).

As discussed earlier, the credit for the
conceptualization of the local curriculum goes to
John Dewey. Thus, the initiation of local
curriculum development can be traced back to the
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1960s, when there was a growing recognition of
the need to develop curricula that were relevant to
local contexts (Lopes, 2017). In the early 1970s,
there was a growing momentum for the practice
of school-based curriculum development. This
approach aimed to foster shared decision-making
and address local needs in the planning and
development of school curricula. Scholars such as
Bolstad (2004) and Gopinathan and Deng (2006)
have highlighted the emergence of such a
curriculum during this period. The primary
motivation behind the adoption of a school-based
curriculum was to grant teachers the freedom and
autonomy to design and implement curricula at
the local level. Brady (1995) and Gopinathan and
Deng (2006) emphasize that school-based
curriculum or local curriculum aims to empower
teachers by providing them with the authority to
shape the curriculum based on their expertise and
understanding of the local context.

One of the contributing factors to the popularity
of such a curriculum was the perceived
inadequacy of central or national curricula in
addressing the specific needs of local
communities. As stated by Marsh (2004), school-
based curricula gained popularity as a response to
the shortcomings of standardized curricula, which
neglected the distinctive attributes, difficulties,
and aspirations of individual schools and their
communities. In recent years, there has been a
renewed focus on local curriculum development,
particularly in developing countries, where there
is a need to address issues of access, quality, and
relevance in education. The initiation of local
curriculum development was based on the
premise that education should be relevant and
responsive to the needs and aspirations of the
local community (UNESCO, 2015). The rationale
for local curriculum development is designed to
reflect the cultural, social, economic, and
environmental factors that shape the lives of the
local community (Lopes, 2017). This approach to
curriculum development is seen as a way to
promote equity, social justice, and cultural
diversity in education (Alozie et al., 2021).The
history of local curriculum development is closely
linked to the broader history of education. Before
the 20th century, education was primarily the

domain of religious institutions or the wealthy
elite, and curricula were often based on classical
literature and philosophy (Lopes, 2017). With the
growth of industrialization and the emergence of
the nation-state, there was a growing demand for
mass education that was relevant to the needs of
modern society. One of the major causes of the
initiation or conceptualization of local curriculum
development is the context of independence of
many developing countries to develop their
educational systems that reflect their unique
cultural, social, and economic contexts (Lopes,
2017). The second major cause is the influence of
various philosophical and theoretical
developments.  At that time, there was a growing
recognition of the need to develop curricula that
were relevant to local contexts and that would
promote social and economic development.

In recent years, there has been a growing interest
in local curricula as a way to promote student
engagement and achievement. The local
curriculum is effective in promoting student
achievement, particularly for students from
marginalized communities (Henderson et al.,
2007). The local curriculum has also been found
to be effective in promoting student engagement
and motivation, as well as in preparing students
for college and career success (Johnson et al.,
2010). Considering these facts, it is developed
through a collaborative process that involves
teachers, administrators, parents, and community
members (Amponsah, 2017). The goal of the local
curriculum is to provide a curriculum that is
relevant and meaningful to the experiences of
students, and that prepares them for the
challenges of their local community and beyond.

Historical Foundations for Local Curriculum
Development

Historical foundations for local curriculum
development refer to the historical influences,
events, and contexts that shape the process of
designing and implementing educational curricula
at the local level. These foundations provide a
framework for understanding the historical factors
that have influenced the development of curricula
specific to a particular community or region.
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One important historical foundation for local
curriculum development is the cultural and
societal context in which education takes place.
The values, beliefs, and traditions of a community
or region often play a significant role in shaping
the curriculum. Historical events, such as social
movements, political changes, or cultural shifts,
can also have a lasting impact on curriculum
development. For example, civil rights
movements or decolonization movements have
led to the inclusion of diverse perspectives and
voices in educational curricula.

In addition, historical educational policies and
reforms have influenced local curriculum
development. Government initiatives, educational
legislation, and educational philosophies have
shaped the goals, content, and approaches of
curricula over time. For instance, shifts in
educational paradigms, such as the transition from
traditional rote learning to more student-centered
approaches, have influenced the design and
implementation of curricula at the local level.

Another historical foundation for local curriculum
development is the influence of educational
theorists and researchers. The work of educational
philosophers, curriculum theorists, and
pedagogical pioneers has shaped the
understanding of effective curriculum design and
instructional practices. Their ideas and theories,
developed over time, have provided valuable
insights into how curricula can be tailored to meet
the specific needs and goals of local communities.
Some of the major historical foundations for the
conceptualization and development of local
curriculum are discussed below.

Progressivism

Progressivism emphasizes student-centered
learning, active participation, and experiential
education. It advocated for a curriculum that
addressed the needs and interests of students,
fostering critical thinking and problem-solving
skills (Dewey, 1916). This approach influenced
the development of local curricula by
emphasizing relevance and student engagement.
Progressivism prioritizes student-centered

learning, active engagement, and the integration
of real-world experiences in curriculum design. It
emphasizes the importance of tailoring the
curriculum to meet the needs and interests of
students within their specific local context.
Progressivism promotes a shift from traditional
teacher-centered instruction to student-centered
learning, where students actively participate in
their own learning process (Goktas, 2020) which
is the main aspect of local curriculum
implementation. Similarly, Progressivism
emphasizes the integration of authentic and real-
world experiences into the curriculum to enhance
the relevance and applicability of the curriculum
to students' lives (Ayers & Schubert, 2012).
Progressivism recognizes the importance of
community involvement and engagement in local
curriculum development. Recent studies have
examined the collaborative partnerships between
schools, local organizations, and community
members to co-create and implement a curriculum
that reflects the values, needs, and aspirations of
the local community (Valli et al., 2018). The
works of progressive educational scholars such as
John Dewey and contemporary provide valuable
insights into the application and effectiveness of
progressivism in the development of local
curricula. Thus, it can be argued that the
progressive philosophy has a significant role in
emerging and developing the use of local
curriculum in educational institutions.
Progressivism can help to conceptualize local
curriculum in the following ways:

Focusing on Relevance: Progressivism
emphasizes making curriculum meaningful and
relevant to student's lives and experiences
(Dewey, 1916). Anchoring the learners' local
contexts, issues and practices can increase
relevance and motivation.

Using Inquiry-based Pedagogy: Progressive
pedagogy involves active inquiry, exploration,
and discovery (Kin et al., 2021). By framing local
contexts and practices as objects of subjective
inquiry, they can become authentically integrated
into the curriculum.
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Tapping into Students' Interests: Progressivism
aims to build a curriculum around students'
interests (Abejehu & Admasu, 2020).
Understanding interests related to learners' lives
and communities can provide insights into local
knowledge and practices worth integrating into
the subject matter.

Incorporating Community Knowledge:
Progressive education embraces community
wisdom as a resource for developing curriculum
(Hansen, 2018). Engaging with knowledge
systems and practices within students' local
communities expands possibilities for a
curriculum grounded in lived realities.

Building Real-world Connections: Progressivism
seeks to connect education with real-life
situations outside of school (Mji & Makgato,
2006). Integrating contexts, skills, and
applications relevant to learners' local
communities establishes stronger connections
between the subject curriculum and the real
world.

However, progressivist theories tend to be
underspecified for developing a curriculum
responsive to specific community needs and goals
(Davis et al., 2019). More nuanced sociocultural
theories that consider the dynamics of power and
identity within communities may provide a more
holistic basis for conceptualizing genuinely local
context and the problem (Aguirre et al., 2019).

Cultural and Social Deconstructionism

Cultural and social deconstructionism is an
educational philosophy that aims to transform
society through education. It focuses on using
education to address social injustices and
inequities, as well as reconstructing knowledge
from perspectives that value diverse cultures and
experiences (Thomas & Kames, 2020). It
emphasizes the reconstruction and transformation
of society through education. It recognizes the
role of culture, social structures, and power
dynamics in shaping individuals and
communities. This approach focuses on

addressing social inequalities, cultural biases, and
injustices through critical reflection, cultural
awareness, and active engagement with social
issues (UNESCO, 2017).

It encourages educators to engage students in
critical dialogue, cultural analysis, and problem-
solving activities that explore and address social
issues integrating cultural perspectives, social
justice principles, and community engagement.

It aimed to empower students to critically
examine and transform societal structures (Freire,
1970). The principles of cultural and social
deconstructionism have influenced local
curriculum development by promoting inclusivity,
diversity, and equity (Ainscow, 2020). Cultural
and social deconstructionism can help to the
emergence of local curriculum development in the
following ways:

Challenging Taken-for-Granted Assumptions:
Deconstruction unpacks dominant assumptions
and power structures shaping what counts as
subject matter knowledge and pedagogy (Zajda et
al., 2006). This process can reveal how curricula
privilege certain cultural and social perspectives
over others, informing the development of more
inclusive local curricula.

Questioning Binary Opposites: Deconstruction
questions false dichotomies like abstract/concrete,
and rational/intuitive that privilege Western
logocentrism in mathematics curricula (Walshaw
& Anthony, 2008). Replacing these with
multiplicity in the curriculum can recognize
diverse cultural epistemologies valuable for local
contexts.

Decentering Eurocentric Perspectives:
Deconstructing Eurocentrism in curricula reveals
how knowledge rooted in local socio-cultural
practices and contexts can complement and
expand dominant conceptions of the contents
(Tona & Ng-A-Fook, 2017). This widens
possibilities for developing curricula relevant to
diverse populations.
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Highlighting Plurality of Truths: A
deconstructive stance acknowledges there are
many ways of doing and knowing subject matter
beyond a single truth (Grant & Ng, 2017). This
opens up space for incorporating multiple cultural
and social perspectives drawn from local contexts
into the curriculum.

Focusing on Use over Meaning: Shifting the
emphasis from intrinsic meaning to the usefulness
of the subject matter decouples curricula from
metaphysical claims of universal truth (Walshaw
& Anthony, 2008). This enables the development
of specific curricula geared towards practical
applications that are significant within local
contexts. Deconstruction can reveal spaces for
more inclusive, context-sensitive curricula,
implementation presents challenges and requires
careful navigation of complex realities.

Standards-Based Education Movement

In the late 20th century, the standards-based
education movement started and emphasized the
establishment of clear learning standards and
benchmarks to guide curriculum development. It
emphasizes the establishment and implementation
of clear and measurable learning standards for the
alignment between standards, curriculum,
instruction, and assessments (Darling-Hammond
et al., 2014). These standards outline what

students are expected to know and be able to do at
each grade level or in each subject area. The
movement gained momentum in the late 20th
century and continues to shape education policies
and practices worldwide (Hess, 2017). The main
goal of standards-based education is to ensure that
all students have access to high-quality education
and are prepared for college, career, and civic life.
In a standards-based education system, learning
standards serve as benchmarks for curriculum
development, instructional practices, and
assessments (Popham, 2011). Teachers align their
instruction with the standards to guide their
teaching and evaluate student progress. This
standards-based education offers practical
strategies for designing and implementing
effective assessments. The focus is on mastery of

the standards rather than simply completing a set
curriculum. Thus, this approach also influenced
local curriculum development by providing a
framework for aligning curriculum with
predefined learning goals and standards.

Skills Movement

From the beginning of the 21st century skills
movement emphasizes the development of skills
such as critical thinking, collaboration,
communication, and creativity to prepare students
for the demands of the modern world. This
movement has influenced local curriculum
development by highlighting the importance of
integrating these skills into the curriculum. The
Skills Movement refers to an educational
approach that emphasizes the development of
specific skills and competencies in students, often
in response to local needs and contexts (Martinez
et al., 2021). It involves the identification,
prioritization, and integration of relevant skills
into the curriculum to better prepare students for
future employment and societal demands. It
examines student outcomes related to skill
acquisition, academic performance, and success
(Martinez et al., 2021). The Skills Movement
recognizes the importance of equipping students
with the skills necessary to succeed in the modern
workforce and society. It acknowledges that
traditional academic knowledge alone may not be
sufficient for students to thrive in the rapidly

changing world. As a result, the movement
emphasizes the identification and integration of
skills that are locally relevant and align with the
needs of the job market and community (Wilson
et al. 2020). These skills may include critical
thinking, problem-solving, communication,
collaboration, digital literacy, entrepreneurship,
and adaptability. It explores the factors that
facilitate or hinder the implementation of skills-
based curricula at the local level, such as policy
frameworks, professional development
opportunities, and resource allocation (Wilson et
al. 2020).
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Relevancies of Local Curriculum Development
in the Nepalese Context

Local curriculum development is of utmost
importance in the Nepalese context as it allows
for the integration of local knowledge, culture,
and values into the education system. It ensures
that education is relevant, meaningful, and
responsive to the needs and aspirations of the
local community. By incorporating local
knowledge, traditions, and values, students
develop a strong sense of cultural identity. The
curriculum reflects the local context, addressing
unique challenges and aspirations, and enhancing
student engagement. Involving communities and
stakeholders strengthens the education system,
fostering community engagement and ownership.
This creates a holistic learning environment that
empowers students to address socio-economic
disparities, think critically, and solve problems,
enabling their positive contributions to society.
Some key relevancies of local curriculum
development in Nepal are discussed below:

Preservation of Cultural Identity: Local
curriculum development in Nepal plays a crucial
role in preserving and promoting the rich cultural
heritage of the country. It enables students to
understand and appreciate their own culture,
traditions, and values. According to a study by
Bhattarai and Dhakal (2021), incorporating local
cultural elements in the curriculum enhances
students' cultural awareness and identity
formation. Furthermore, the local curriculum can
incorporate knowledge embedded in Nepal's

diverse cultural heritage to instill cultural pride
and motivate learning (Basnet, 2017). This
knowledge has also been found to be useful for
addressing contemporary problems.

A local curriculum in Nepal serves as a means to
preserve and promote the local cultural heritage,
traditions, and values, which are crucial for
students' identity formation and sense of
belonging. It provides opportunities for students
to learn about and appreciate their local culture,
language, and history, fostering a sense of pride
and connection to their local community.

Relevant and Contextualized Learning: A local
curriculum can be designed to be relevant and
contextualized to the local culture, traditions, and
socioeconomic conditions of Nepal (Regmi,
2020). This can help students connect with their
own cultural heritage, local environment, and
community, making their education more
meaningful and engaging. A local curriculum
ensures that the educational content, methods, and
materials are relevant to the local context,
including the cultural, social, economic, and
environmental aspects of the community. This
makes education more meaningful and engaging
for students as it relates to their own lived
experiences and prepares them for their local
environment and society. Local curriculum
development allows for the adaptation of
curriculum content to the local context, making
learning more relevant and meaningful for
students.

Community Engagement and Ownership:
Involving local communities and stakeholders in
the development and implementation of the local
curriculum in Nepal can promote community
ownership, engagement, and empowerment. It
allows communities to take responsibility for the
education of their children and contributes to the
educational decision-making process, leading to a
sense of ownership and pride in the local
curriculum. When local communities are involved
in curriculum development, it ensures their active
participation and ownership of the education
system. A study by Dhungana et al. (2022)
suggests that community engagement in
curriculum development enhances the quality of
education and fosters a sense of responsibility
among stakeholders.

Addressing Socio-economic Disparities: Nepal is
a multiethnic, multilingual and multi-religious
country. Local curricula can recognize the diverse
linguistic, cultural, and geographical needs of
different communities by incorporating local
knowledge, practices, and contexts into teaching
and learning (Abejehu & Admasu, 2020). Local
curriculum development can address
socioeconomic disparities by addressing the
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specific needs and challenges of marginalized
communities. According to a policy brief by
UNESCO (2020), tailoring the curriculum to local
contexts helps bridge the educational gap between
different regions and social groups in Nepal.

Enhancing Critical Thinking and Problem-
solving Skills: A locally developed curriculum in
Nepal promotes critical thinking and problem-
solving skills by incorporating real-life situations
and local challenges. A recent study by Shrestha
et al. (2023) emphasizes that a curriculum aligned
with local needs and issues nurtures students'
ability to analyze problems and develop
innovative solutions. Integrating authentic issues
and problems from students' communities into the
mathematics curriculum can provide opportunities
for them to develop problem-solving, critical
thinking, and collaborative work skills needed for
local advancement (Rai & Thapa, 2023). A local
curriculum in Nepal has the potential to empower
students to become active and engaged citizens
capable of making positive changes in their local
communities. It fosters critical thinking, problem-
solving skills, and civic values, encouraging
students to take action on local issues and
contribute to the sustainable development of their
communities and country.

Promoting Inclusivity and Diversity: A local
curriculum in Nepal can effectively address the
diverse needs, interests, and abilities of students,
including those from marginalized or
disadvantaged backgrounds (Shrestha &
Budhathoki, 2020). It can incorporate local

languages, knowledge systems, and inclusive
pedagogical approaches that promote diversity
and ensure accessibility to education for all
students, regardless of their background. Socio-
economically marginalized groups in Nepal often
encounter barriers when accessing the mainstream
curriculum (Shrestha & Budhathoki, 2020).
However, a curriculum that is rooted in students'
local realities and experiences has the potential to
promote more equitable participation and
achievement by making learning more accessible
and meaningful.

Connecting with Daily Lives: A local curriculum
can connect the daily lives of people by
incorporating elements and experiences that are
relevant to their local context. The local
curriculum integrates the real-world experiences,
local contexts, and everyday situations into the
teaching and learning process (Gurung & Rai,
2023). By incorporating elements of students'
daily lives, the curriculum becomes more
relevant, meaningful, and relatable, enhancing
student engagement and learning outcomes. It
emphasizes the role of context-based learning in
fostering student engagement and promoting
deeper understanding. In this way, a local
curriculum ensures that education is relevant,
meaningful, and applicable to the daily lives of
people, promoting a sense of ownership,
engagement, and empowerment within the
community.

Utilization of Local Resources: A local
curriculum can utilize local resources, such as
community knowledge, skills, and expertise, as
well as local materials and tools, to enhance the
quality and relevance of education (Smith &
Kumar, 2021). This can help students develop
practical skills, vocational competencies, and a
deep appreciation for their local environment and
resources. The local curriculum incorporates and
integrates the locally available resources into the
teaching and learning process. These resources
can include natural, cultural, historical, and
community-based assets that are specific to the
local context. The utilization of local resources
enhances the relevance and authenticity of the
curriculum, making it more meaningful and
engaging for students as well as enhancing
teaching and learning effectiveness (Rai &
Tamang, 2022) and promoting sustainable
education practices (Joshi & Gurung, 2023). It
also promotes a deeper understanding of the local
environment, culture, and heritage.

Increase Quality Improvement and
Participation: Improved quality and participation
in the context of a local curriculum refers to the
enhancement of educational standards and
increased engagement of students, teachers, and
the wider community in the teaching and learning
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process. It also helps to improve quality and
increase student participation in education in
Nepal, highlighting the importance of
contextualized and relevant educational content
(Gurung & Sharma, 2022). A well-designed local
curriculum can contribute to improved learning
outcomes, student motivation, and the overall
educational experience. It emphasizes the role of
a localized curriculum in fostering active
participation and improved learning outcomes
(Rai & Thapa, 2023). Additionally, active
involvement and participation of stakeholders in
the development and implementation of the
curriculum can lead to a sense of ownership,
collaboration, and shared responsibility for
education. It helps to promote community
engagement in enhancing educational standards
and creating a sense of shared responsibility
(Subedi & Adhikari, 2021).

Thus, local curriculum development plays a
pivotal role in Nepal by preserving cultural
identity, promoting contextualized learning,
fostering community engagement, addressing
socio-economic disparities, and enhancing critical
thinking skills. These relevancies are supported
by recent citations, highlighting the significance
of incorporating local knowledge and values into
the education system. However, resource
constraints, lack of teacher training, and policy
barriers currently limit the development of a truly
localized curriculum in Nepal (Rai & Thapa,
2023; Shrestha & Budhathoki, 2020). The
implications of a local curriculum in Nepal can
have numerous positive effects, including relevant
and contextualized education, inclusivity and
diversity, community participation and
ownership, local resource utilization, flexibility
and adaptability, empowerment and agency, and
sustainable development. It can contribute to the
holistic development of students, promote
community engagement and empowerment, and
foster a sense of pride and ownership in the local
educational system.

Conclusion

Local curriculum development is an essential
aspect of modern education that aims to create a
curriculum that is tailored to the unique needs and
context of a specific school or district. In the
Nepalese context, local curriculum development
can be more relevant for the educational
landscape of the country. By delving into the
historical foundation of local curriculum
development, we gain valuable insights into the
importance of preserving cultural identity,
promoting contextualized learning, and fostering
community engagement. The Nepalese context
provides a unique opportunity to create a
curriculum that connects with the daily lives of
people, addressing socio-economic disparities,
enhancing critical thinking skills, and
empowering students to become active
contributors to their communities. The historical
foundation of local curriculum development in
Nepal serves as a guiding light, emphasizing the
significance of incorporating local knowledge,
values, and traditions into the education system.
This not only enriches the learning experience but
also fosters a sense of pride and ownership in the
local educational system. However, challenges
such as resource constraints, inadequate teacher
training, and policy barriers currently limit the
development of a truly localized curriculum in
Nepal. It is crucial for stakeholders, including
policymakers, educators, and communities, to
come together and address these challenges to
ensure the successful implementation and
sustainability of a local curriculum that truly
reflects the needs and aspirations of the Nepalese
people.
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